Tamoxifen-associated polyps (basalomas) arising in multiple endometriotic foci: A case report and review of the literature.
We present a case of a 62-year-old G0P0 Caucasian woman who developed endometrial adenocarcinoma, FIGO grade 2, endometrioid type, after receiving tamoxifen for 2 years following a diagnosis of invasive carcinoma and ductal carcinoma in situ of the breast. An incidental finding in the hysterectomy specimen was numerous endometriotic foci involving the submucosa, subserosa, and serosa of the cervix; lower uterine segment serosa; and bilateral ovaries. Polypoid structures, similar to the endometrial polyps occurring in tamoxifen-treated patients, were observed to arise from endometriotic foci in the serosa of the cervix and bilateral ovaries. We have found only one similar report in the literature. Since these structures do not fit the definition of "polyp," we suggest "basaloma" as an alternative. We also review all cases of tamoxifen-associated endometriosis reported in the world literature and cases of polypoid endometriosis occurring in non-tamoxifen-treated patients. Of 12 reported cases of tamoxifen-associated endometriosis, 4 occurred in premenopausal women, 1 in a perimenopausal women, and 7 in postmenopausal women, of whom none had a known history of endometriosis. The endometriotic foci gave rise to a spectrum of lesions which included epithelial metaplasias, simple and complex hyperplasias, polypoid lesions, and 2 cases of endometrioid carcinomas.